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William T. Stearn : Botanical Latin  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Botanical Latin: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Valuable Tool for the Botanical TaxonomistBy quilt history 
nutThis outstanding book should be on every botanical taxonomist's bookshelf. It is a dictionary of Latin terms related 
to plants, a review of Latin grammar, and an instruction manual for writing a Latin diagnosis for a new plant species. It 
assumes at least some background familiarity with Latin as well as with botanical terminology. It is thus not a book for 
a casual reader. I found it engrossing.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very useful book.By Marilyn 
BlanckAn excellent book for any plant lover who wonders what those Latin names mean, as well as a thorough review 
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of the Latin I studied for 4 years in high school.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. botanical latin. not 
for the novice.By Chance A. DunlapThis is a great book, but much understanding of the subject is needed before hand 
for a person to really get much out of it. It is a great purchase for serious horticulturists, but if you are just a weekend 
gardener this is not the book for you. If you specialize in a certain Genera and more knowledge of specie name basis is 
what you want this is a good buy.

Botanical Latin is accepted by horticulturists and botanists everywhere as the medium for naming new plants, and 
botanical research is almost impossible without reference to the vast number of first descriptions in Latin-much 
information is available in no other language. For gardeners, too, a working knowledge of botanical Latin is essential 
for the accurate identification of plants in the garden. Now available in paperback, the fourth edition of this 
internationally renowned handbook summarizes the grammar and syntax of botanical Latin, and covers the origins of 
Latin and latinized geographical names, color terms, symbols and abbreviations, diagnoses and descriptions, the 
formation of names and epithets, and much more.

From Library JournalAs Stearn states in his "Apologia" of a preface, "this book aims to provide a working guide to the 
special kind of Latin internationally used by botanists for the description and naming of plants." First published in 
1966, Botanical Latin is the standard work in its field, a bible for botanists and a source of useful and trivial 
information for avid gardeners, etymologists, classical scholars, and others. The fourth edition has a larger format, 
"minor emendations" to bibliographies and text, and some 400 entries have been added to the vocabulary. This erudite 
and comprehensive work is recommended only for academic and specialized botanical and horticultural collections.- 
Richard Shotwell, Hancock Shaker Vil lage, Pittsfield, Mass.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. Mr. 
Stearn delivers the History, Grammar, Syntax, Terminology and Vocabulary of botanical Latin with such lively 
erudition I often find myself foraging through this linguistic hortus botanicus for the pure word-empowering romance 
of it. The Wall Street Journal First published in 1966, this book is now a standard reference.American Herb 
Association Quarterly Newsletter This internationally renowned masterpiece is indispensible.Kalmiopsis This book is 
useful to anyone who enjoys plants.HerbalGram Botanical Latin is surely required reading for scholars of all things 
botanical, and it will continue to deserve its well-earned shelf space.Boox The reference on every botanists desk.South 
Florida Sun-Sentinel The interesting array of words. . . . will pique the curiosity of even the most casual of readers 
leafing through the book to slow down, pause, and browse awhile.SpringerWienNewYork A handy reference tool as 
well as a fascinating window onto the development of this language used to speak of plants.Huntia A handy reference 
and detailed research too.World of Wood A wonderful book. . . just fascinating. . . completely updated.Charlottesville 
Daily Progress If youre looking for the foremost authority on Latin plant namesincluding all the whens and wheres and 
whys of how this universal plant language was developedthen this is your manual.Northwest Garden News 


