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John Vivian : Building Stone Walls  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Building Stone Walls: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Rock wall diseaseBy John E. GreifenkampThis book if packed with 
good information and I used most of it to help me build 170 tons of dry stack walls. I would recommend reading the 
book and avoiding stone wall building. In Texas in July and August it is like being in hell. The walls will be there long 
after I'm gone.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. InformativeBy Daniel LiuIt was a good read for me, a 
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total beginner. I would have liked more illustrations, perhaps because I didn't understand some very basic concepts, 
but the illustrations that were included were artistically drawn and very helpful!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Informative and enjoyableBy LoveNatureWe've been thinking about acquiring some stone and 
building a retaining wall, but weren't sure what kind of rock to use, where to find it, how to start, and the right way to 
go about setting the stones.This little handbook answered almost all of our questions. Descriptions and instructions are 
clear and easy to understand. Appreciated the historical references.Maybe the best attribute of the book is that it is so 
enjoyable to read. I really liked the author's "story-telling" style. I think we'll hold onto this book long after our rock 
wall is built.

Rustic and charming or stately and proud, a well-built stone wall can add personality and beauty to your property. 
John Vivians lively approach and step-by-step instructions encourage you to transform a pile of rocks into an enduring 
landscape feature with gates, retaining walls, or stiles to suit your needs. Whatever unique challenges come with your 
site poor drainage, sloping ground, or low-quality rubble material Vivian offers innovative designs and reproducible 
methods to help you build a beautiful, long-lasting wall. 

.com Well, here it is: Basic tools, basic techniques, illustrations and photographs, and all the planning and safety 
instructions you will need to build a variety of stone walls. This is a book that can help you beautify your back yard 
with the grace and texture of natural stone, or launch you on a career of reconstructing the Inca Empire or building a 
second Great Wall of China if you get carried away. Up to you...From the Back CoverA beautiful stone wall ... yours 
with just a rock pile, a few tools and this book!Building Stone Walls tells you all you need to know to build your own 
sturdy walls. Carefully detailed, clear drawings show the techniques to follow -- and how to avoid problems.Learn 
here about:- wall foundations- basic "one-over-two" method- chinking "in" or "out"- height-to-width formula- using 
lower-quality stone- building retaining walls- building in gates, fences, and stiles- moving stone, boulders.Excellent 
example photos show good and poor walls, while the author's lively text tells you how to build, step by step. Slopes, 
drainage problems, using rubble -- these challenges and more are thoroughly covered. 


