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Charles McRaven : Building with Stone  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Building with Stone: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Awesome Book on Stone Work.By Bill KearneyI purchased this 
book with a few others on Stone,Brick,Block Concrete Work. Since we are building a new custom home I will be the 
General Contractor as well a performing alot of the tasks to ensure Quality, Save Money as well a sense of 
Satisfaction!The book came in about 2 weeks it arrived in a plastic bubble wrap envelop.The book was in excellent 
condition I Purchased it Used. I paid around $1 for the book, $4 Shipping. I couldn't be more pleased.The book was 
written by well known Stone Mason Charles McRaven. He has restored a lot of historical buildings.The book is a must 
have for any apprentice stone mason as well as any D.I.Y. Home Owners. Tons of useful information on Stone Work, 
Laying Out The Job. Types of Stones Difficulty working with durability etc.. He even talks about collecting stones 
from wooded areas, river banks, farmers fields.The book talks about not only building stone walls with mortar but dry 
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stack walls. Garden Walls. Stone Homes, Arches, discussion on tools, etc. Projects like Stone BBQ, Stone Fire Place, 
etc...Even a few funny stories.Read the book in a few hours. The book is easily understandable.I highly recommend 
this book for anyone wishing to tackle a stone masonry project.Thanks for reading my review if it has been helpful to 
you then please Check The Box YES This Review Was Helpful.If you would like to see more of my reviews on 
masonry books, please feel free to Click On All Reviews By This Person.Take Care, Bill Kearney. :-)4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Knowledge passed onBy DocHollidayI wanted to give a stone step and wall a try. 
I am not strong enough to work with stone, but I can snoopervise. Only, I needed to look like I knew what I wanted 
my son-in-law to do. Well, this book made it seem like I had constructed a hundred stone projects. The book passes on 
a whole lifetime of stone building by merely reading. I recommend McRaven's book to anyone building a stone 
project, or to get an idea if the person building your stone project is doing the job properly. Either way you will know 
how to do stone properly.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Read This Before You Start Building with 
StoneBy Douglas Lyle GrahamWant to build something out of stone? Read this first.

Enhance your life with beautiful and durable stone structures. With easy-to-follow instructions and an approachable 
style, master stonemason Charles McRaven guides you through a variety of building projects that include walls, dams, 
bridges, and more. As alluring as a warm stone fireplace, McRavens contagious love of materials and respect for 
careful craftsmanship captivates and inspires. Youll discover the beauty that can be created with simple materials, 
honest labor, and concentrated patience.

From the Back Cover Concrete and steel may weigh as much, but nothing can rival stone for its beauty and durability. 
Building With Stone is an introduction to the art and craft of creating stone structures and projects by a man who has 
made stonework his vocation. Throughout the book is Charles McRaven's stonebuilding philosophy -- that careful 
craftsmanship and time well spent during construction will repay itself many times over. The physical challenges will 
be offset by tremendous satisfaction and the knowledge that long after the builder is gone, the structure will stand as a 
personal and historical monument. Based on years of experience, this book will educate the novice and inspire the 
seasonal artisan. A stonebuilder at any level will learn how to evaluate each stone and undertake each step in the 
procedure with an eye toward aesthetics and useful permanence. In addition to introductory material on acquiring 
stone and what tools will be necessary, there are chapters with step-by-step instructions on how to build: -- walls -- 
buttresses -- stone fireplaces -- a barbecue pit -- a stone dam -- a stone bridge -- a spring house -- even a home or barn 
The final chapter is on proper restoration techniques for stone structures. Not just a how-to book, but also a good read, 
Building With Stone is sure to be a reference book and constant companion for all manner of stone journeymen, and 
will prove to be as enduring a volume as the structures it recommends. 


